Claudin-7 expression in hepatocellular carcinoma.
The importance of adhesion molecules for local invasion by neoplastic cells and development of metastasis has been confirmed by numerous studies over the past decade. Claudins are integral parts of tight junctions. The aim of the present study was to examine the significance of the expression of claudin-7 messenger RNA (mRNA) as a prognostic factor for hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). We examined liver tumor and nontumor tissues from 20 HCC patients who underwent resection or liver transplantation. A significant increase in the expression of claudin-7 was observed in tumor versus nontumor tissues. There was no significant correlation between the expression profile of claudin-7 mRNA and patient demographic data, the presence of cirrhosis, or the histological stage of tumor differentiation or vascular invasion. Survival analysis showed a trend toward a better prognosis among patients with overexpression of claudin-7 in tumor tissues.